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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJECT: POST-ELECTION UNCERTAINTY 
REF: ANKARA 4388 (DTG 081010Z JUN 77) 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING THE FAILURE OF ANY PARTY TO WIN 
A MAJORITY OR NEAR-MAJORITY JUNE 5, THE POST-ELECTION 
ATMOSPHERE IS MARKED BY MANEUVERING AND UNCERTAINTY. REPUBLICAN 
PEOPLE S PARTY (RPP) CHAIRMAN ECEVIT, 13 SEATS SHORT OF 
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A MAJORITY, CONTINUES TO EXPRESS OPTIMISM THAT HE WILL LEAD 
THE NEXT GOVERNMENT. HE HAS INDICATED INTEREST IN FORMING 
A MINORITY GOVERNMENT WHICH COULD GET PAST ITS INITIAL VOTE 
OF CONFIDENCE BY ATTRACTING TRANSFERS OF DEPUTIES FROM OTHER 
PARTIES (TO WIN A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE, ONLY A MAJORITY OF THOSE 
PRESENT AND VOTING IS REQUIRED). MEANWHILE, PRIMIN DEMIREL 
IS CALLING FOR THE UNITY OF RIGHTIST PARTIES TO PREVENT "THE 
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LEFT' 1 FROM TAKING POWER. NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP) 

CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN, IN BELLIGERENT DISPLAY AT A JUNE 8 PRESS 
CONFERENCE, TRIED TO PROJECT THE IMAGE THAT HE IS IN CONTROL 
OF HIS PARTY AND IS THE KEY IN GOVERNMENT-MAKING PROCESS. 
POST-ELECTION SCENARIOS MOST FREQUENTLY DISCUSSED AT THE 
PRESENT TIME ARE: (A) ECEVIT-LED GOVERNMENT, EITHER A MINORITY 
GOVERNMENT OR ONE THAT HAS A BARE MAJORITY THROUGH DEFECTIONS 
OBTAINED FROM OTHER PARTIES, (B) RPP-NSP COALITION, OR (C) A 
COALITION OF RIGHTIST PARTIES. THERE IS STILL NO BASIS FOR 
PREDICTING HOW SOON A GOVERNMENT CAN BE FORMED. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE UNOFFICIAL ELECTION RESULTS AS ANNOUNCED IN ALL 
PAPERS JUNE 8 (REFTEL) HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE HIGH ELECTION 
BOARD. THUS THE NEW PARLIAMENT IS REQUIRED TO CONVENE NO 
LATER THAN MONDAY, JUNE 13, AT WHICH TIME THE DEMIREL 
GOVERNMENT PRESUMABLY WILL RESIGN AND THE PRESIDENT WILL 
DESIGNATE A NEW PRIMIN. MEANWHILE, THE PARTIES ARE 
MANEUVERING TOWARD A VERY UNCERTAIN FUTURE. 

3. IN HIS JUNE 8 MEETING WITH THE PRESS, ECEVIT INDICATED 

HIS WILLINGNESS TO FORM A MINORITY RPP GOVERNMENT AND SEEK 
TRANSFERS AND COOPERATION WITH OTHER PARTIES. ECEVIT SAID THAT 
THE RPP CANNOT RPT NOT COOPERATE WITH THE JUSTICE PARTY (JP) 

OR NATIONALIST ACTION PARTY (NAP), BUT HE LEFT OPEN THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ACCOMMODATION WITH THE NSP. (THE RPP PRESS 
SPOKESMAN TOLD A U.S. CORRESPONDENT THAT THE RPP MIGHT EXPLORE 
A FORMULA INVOLVING INITIALLY NSP SUPPORT FOR A MINORITY 
GOVERNMENT, WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF AN RPP-,-NSP COALITION 
TO BE TAKEN UP LATER.) THE RPP CHAIRMAN CHARACTERIZED THE 
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ELECTION RESULTS AS A "DEFEAT FOR FASCISM" IN TURKEY. 

4. DURING A TABLE-THUMPING PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 8, NSP 
CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN CLAIMED THAT HIS PARTY HAS EMERGED AS A 
STRONGER KEY TO GOVERNMENT FORMATION THAN IN THE 1973 ELECTION. 
SAYING THAT THE TWO LARGE PARTIES SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO 
FLOUNDER AND TRY TO FORM A GOVERNMENT, ERBAKAN ASSERTED THAT HE IS 
IN NO HURRY TO SEE A GOVERNMENT FORMED AND THAT HE WILL WAIT 

FOR THE RPP OR JP TO COME BEGGING TO HIM. "THE GOVERNMENT 
WILL BE FORMED HERE," HE TOLD REPORTERS. AT THE SAME TIME, 

THERE ARE PRESS REPORTS (EHICH MAY WELL BE SPECULATIVE) OF 
SERIOUS NEW DISSENSION WITHIN THE NSP. THE PARTY WAS SHAKEN 
DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN BY SCANDAL AND THE DEFECTION OF 
THE NURCU FACTION, AND IT WON ONLY HALF AS MANY SEATS 
THIS YEAR AS IN 1973. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS STORIES, 

INTRA-PARTY SQUABBLING HAS LED EIGHT TO TEN NSP DEPUTIES 
TO THREATEN TO BREAK AWAY AND ALIGN THEMSELVES WITH THE RPP, 

WHILE THE JP HAS APPROACHED ANOTHER FACTION OF THE PARTY. 

WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THE RUMOR THAT THE PARTY MAY PRODUCE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NEW LEADERSHIP. 
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5. IN HIS JUNE 8 COMMENTS TO THE PRESS, PRIMIN DEMIREL 
AGAIN STATED THAT A MINORITY GOVERNMENT IS IMPOSSIBLE. HE 
NOTED THAT A COALITION BETWEEN HIS JP AND THE RPP IS AGAINST 
THE "LAWS OF NATURE". CONTINUING HIS CAMPAIGN THEME THAT 
THE RPP IS A DANGEROUS PARTY OF THE LEFT, HE CRITICIZED 
ECEVIT FOR DECLARING VICTORY BEFORE THE RESULTS WERE FINAL 
AND MAKING PRONOUNCEMENTS ABOUT WHAT HE WOULD DO AS 
PRIME MINISTER. POINTING TO THE FACT THAT THE PARTIES OF 
THE NATIONALIST FRONT COALITION WHICH HE LED INCREASED THEIR 
SEATS FROM THE 209 THEY HELD WHEN THE COALITION WAS FORMED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN MARCH 1975 TO 232 TODAY, DEMIREL DID NOT RULE OUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF FORMING A NEW NATIONALIST FRONT. 

6. REPUBLICAN RELIANCE PARTY (RR) CHAIRMAN FEYZIOGLU TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT HE DOES NOT ENVISAGE HIS THREE-SEAT PARTY'S 
ENTERING ANY GOVERNMENT COALITION. CLAIMING THAT HE WILL 
NOT COMPROMISE WITH EXTREMIST GROUPS. HE PUT THE ONUS FOR 
THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT CRISIS ON THE JP AND RPP FOR ASSURING 
THE VOTERS THAT ONE-PARTY GOVERNMENT WAS NECESSARY TO SOLVE 
TURKEY'S PROBLEMS AND THEN FAILING TO ACHIEVE THAT RESULT. 

A REPORT IN MILLIYET JUNE 9 SAID THAT THE RPP DEPUTY ELECTED 
IN KAYSERI HAS ASKED FEYZIOGLU TO COOPERATE WITH ECEVIT'S 
RPP OR HE WILL RESIGN. 

7. COMMENT: THERE ARE SEVERAL POST-ELECTION SCENARIOS 
PRESENTLY BEING DISCUSSED HERE. THE FIRST. AN ECEVIT-LED 
GOVERNMENT - EITHER A MINORITY GOVERNMENT PERMITTED BY 
ABSTENTIONS FROM OTHER PARTIES OR AN ECEVIT MAJORITY GOVERNMENT 
BASED ON HIS BEING ABLE TO WIN A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF 
PARLIAMENTARY DEFECTORS FROM THE OTHER PARTIES - SEEMS TO BE 
THE ONE TO WHICH ECEVIT IS MOST INCLINED AT THIS TIME. 

WHILE EITHER OF THESE SOLUTIONS WOULD SAVE ECEVIT FROM BEING 
HOBBLED BY COALITION PARTNERS, SUCH A GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT- 
AT LEAST INITIALLY— HAVE A STRONG BASE, AND IT WOULD RISK 
MAKING THE RPP CLEARLY TO BLAME IF IT CANNOT MAKE HEADWAY 
AGAINST TURKEY’S PROBLEMS. ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE, AN 
RPP COALITION WITH THE OBSTRUCTIONIST ERBAKAN-LED NSP, IS 
POSSIBLE BUT CERTAINLY UNATTRACTIVE TO ECEVIT. HOWEVER, THERE 
MAY BE NO OTHER WAY FOR THE RPP TO COME TO POWER. A THIRD 
POSSIBILITY BEING TALKED OF IS THE FORMATION OF A NEW DEMIREL- 
LED COALITION OF RIGHTIST PARTIES WHICH WOULD INCLUDE PART 
OR ALL OF THE NSP AND THEREFORE WOULD BE CRIPPLED TO ABOUT 
THE SAME DEGREE AS THE COALITION THAT HAS BEEN IN POWER FOR 
THE LAST TWO YEARS. AT THIS POINT, THERE IS NO BASIS 
FOR PREDICTING HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE BEFORE A PARLIAMENTARY- 
APPROVED GOVERNMENT IS IN POWER. 
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